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| would like to share with all of you some impressions and memories of two events in the
universal church. In February 2023, Thomas Soding and | were part of the German Delegation
to the Continental Assembly in Prague, in preparation for the first stage of the world Synod.
Bishop Georg Batzing as chairman and Beate Gilles, Secretary General of the German Bishops’
Conference, travelled with us. We were intentionally two women and two men as a delegation.
Due to the guests we had continuously invited from several continents during the synodal
assemblies in Germany, we were well aware of the diversity of the events at that time and had
begun to intensify our international networking. We also did this in order to counter the
distorted image in Rome that we Germans stand alone in our church with our supposedly
radical views. What impressed and also shocked me personally in Prague was the fierce
resistance and aversion that we encountered from the delegation of Eastern Europe. Overall, we
had to learn how strong the conflicts between conservative and reform-oriented forces are, or
how they are also underlined in the conservative media. At the same time, we were pleased to
see that for example Luxembourg, Ireland and Switzerland are important partners for us in
questions of abuse.

In a second part now some impressions of Pope Leo XIV

With Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost OSA, a man of the centre, politically savvy, international
networked and also well informed about the Catholic Church in Germany, was selected Pope in
May. We are full of hope that Pope Leo will continue the course of Pope Francis. The chosen
name says it all. Leo Xlll is considered the father of the Catholic social ethics. Robert Francis
Prevost places himself in this tradition. It was not until February 2025 that the ZdK presidium
met with Cardinal Prevost in Rome. As Prefect of the Dicastery for the Bishops, he was a
wonderful and at the same time a very informed host. The fact that he was very familiar with the
Synodal Way in Germany now offers us points of contact for further progress on this path. The
conclave decided relatively quickly — already on the second day and in the fourth round of
voting — in favour of Prevost. In doing so, the cardinals have sent a clear signal: in a world of
wars and complex conflicts, a Roman Catholic church is needed that shows that it can work on
concrete solutions and that it can be diplomatically active in the service of the people, A church
that builds bridges, the newly elected Pope has promised. That is what we urgently need now.
Prevost can fill this role. But | am particularly pleased that Pope Leo XIV clearly formulated in
his first address: ,\We can be a synodal church.” In doing so, he is very clearly behind the
opening initiated by his predecessor, Pope Francis. It was a pleasure and honour to have been
in the delegation of Chancellor Merz in Rome at the inauguration on 18" May. The day remains
in my sunny memory. The diversity of this universal church is magnificent and at the same time
it will be still a great challenge.



